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	Dear parents and carers,

We are approaching the half term, and I am sure everyone is hoping for a less soggy week at home next week!  Thank you to everyone for your support and flexibility as we have had to move a few things around because of the weather.  

Classes 1 and 2 have been excellent ambassadors for our school this term when they set off to the Eden project for their respective trips.  It was wonderful to have Mr Strevens accompany the class 1 trip (and drive the bus for us) as he has been such an important part of the school and that cohorts learning journey.  We are hoping to tempt him back every now and again!  The children showed all our school virtues during the trips, and the staff were delighted to share such a positive experience with them.

Year 1 have visited the airport at Lands End to find out more about aircraft and how they are used to facilitate journeys from Cornwall and in the wider world.  Thank you to the team at the airport for making them feel so welcome.  Well done to all the children for showing your virtues throughout the trip.  

Reception continues to enjoy forest school with Virg every week.  They are showing increasing resilience and a wonderful respect for the environment.  Thank you to Lisa and her team at Higher Keigwin Farm for giving us this opportunity.

Have a lovely half term everyone.

Nicky and the Trythall Team
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We have been working on our school website following an upgrade of the software that is used to the build the website.  It has now gone live but please bear with us while we continue to populate.  We will be adding photos of all the wonderful things we do at school – please can you alert Georgia if you would prefer your child isn’t in these pictures.  We will use this information to update our permissions records.

If there is anything you think would be useful to have on the website please let us know.  We would value your feedback if you have any.



	Football league:
[image: ]Congratulations to our football team who have reached the play offs.  They are really excited about their next fixture after half term.  Unfortunately, our kit is beginning to look a bit tired and we are hoping that we will be able to purchase a new kit soon.  If you have any suggestions of companies that might like to sponsor our new kit please speak to Georgia or Jeanette.





	[image: ] Hockey League:
Our hockey team played in the league tournament yesterday, winning 2 matches and drawing 1.  They have shown a great commitment to improving their skills in practice and are working brilliantly as a team.  Thank you to Harry for being such an encouraging support to everyone in leading the team yesterday.    




	Swimming:
[image: ]Thank you for your understanding following the cancellation of swimming this week.  The staff at the leisure centre have recently experienced the loss of their manager, Dan Semmens, who passed away unexpectedly last month.  His funeral was today and understandably all staff wished to attend.  We send our condolences to Dan’s family, friends and colleagues at this terribly sad time.  
Swimming will recommence for class 1 after half term.


	Friends of Trythall:
Everyone is a member of Friends of Trythall.  We welcome new ideas so if you would like to be involved or have any suggestions please talk to Kylie (Jagger and Harley’s mum) who is the chair of FOTS.

FOTs are looking for your support with:
· Planning and running fundraising events such as the gala
· Baking cakes and savory treats for events
· Collecting raffle prices
· Supporting gardening days – keeping the grounds in check!
· Finance skills – auditing accounts
· Sources grants for schools and completeing the application

Thank you to Julia for all her work in finding different revenue streams.  We are now signed up for easy fundraising.  Please follow the link if you shop online as this will mean we get cashback.



	Safe drop offs and pick ups:  
The safety of the children, their families, school staff and our neighbours is front and centre of everything we do at Trythall.  We took a call from a concerned neighbour earlier this week when she had witnessed a delievery driver driving  quickly past school at the end of the school day.  I believe she has highlighted her concern about this directly but she also wanted to share that parents parking on bends is limiting visability for children and their families crossing the road to the layby.  Can I ask that you consider this when parking at the beginning and end of the day.  

A huge thank you to Mat Hurst for clearing the carpak of the stacked debris this week.  This means that we can now make use of the additional space for parking.  The skip will be collected over half term which will also help with space.  We ask that when parking on the carpark at drop off and collection you consider that mini bus access is required at all times.  The bus often returns to school just before the end of the school day so parking it away from other moving vehilces means we can get the children off the bus and back into school safely.

With safety in mind, we invited Tom Thorp into school earlier this week to carry out a safeguarging audit.  He was particularly pleased to visit as he hadn’t previously had the opportunity to come until this accademic year.  Tom works for the local authority and part of his role is to ensure that all schools in the local authority have the support they need to meet their safeguarding duties: such as carrying out audits, providing training for school staff, offering advise and support through the safeguarding lead network.  During both his visits this year, we discussed access to the school site for visitors (wanted and perhaps unwanted) – this is when we restricted the number of people with access to the door entry codes and installed a doorbell that alerts the office to anyone on the playground wishing to enter. 
During this weeks visits we discussed gates and times of the school day that the front door is open allowing access without a code.  Actions, following the meeting, to minimise the risk of a children leaving the school via the gate during playtimes are:

· the door will be open from 8.35am until 9am (when the register closes).  
· Additional signage added to the gate at the front of school to ensure that everyone is aware the gate should be closed at all times.
· Adding a more robust catch to close the two gates in the middle preventing the wind from lifting and closing the gate.
· Georgia is investigating the possibity of adding a second set of gates – creating a safety zone should a child attempt to open the gate.

All children should be in their classrooms ready for school to start at 8.45am.  Anyone who is arriving after 9am will be marked as absent which can affect your child’s attendance.  We understand that life happens and there are occaisionally unforeseen reasons why you might be late so please let us know if this happens.  Our safeguarding duty is to ensure that we know who is onsite for each session in case of an emergancy but also to know why a child is absent from school.   If your child has not be marked in the register and we haven’t heard from you, we must make contact with you by 9.30am.  You can find out more about attendance in our attendance policy which is posted on our website or available in print from the main office.

We are delighted that Tom was able to see everything we do to keep everyone safe (he was very complementory) and look forward to receiving his report. 



	Diary Dates:

Here is a list of events and activities happening after half term, the week commencing 23rd February 2026. 

Monday
Whole school PE in the afternoon
Violin with Christine - remember your instruments/music books.
Class 1 & 2  After school sports club with Scott 3.15-4.15.
 
Tuesday
Piano and Keyboard with Rachel / Woodwind with Sophie / Guitar with Ian - please remember your instruments/music books. 
Year 1 trip to Marazion March – packed lunch required - more details to follow
Class 2 After school sewing club with Elizabeth 3.15-4.15 
Years 5/6 team - Play offs - collection from MBA 3G 4.50pm

Wednesday
Class 1 After school art club with Izzy 3.15-4.15 

 Thursday
Reception - Forest school - packed lunch required please
Class 1 & 2 - Cornish Caretakers workshop
Hockey team - After school Hockey club with Nicky 3.15-4.15
 
Friday
Class 1 swimming. As ever, please remember your swimming kit and let the office know if you are able to help with transport. Thank you


 
	OTHER  IMPORTANT UPCOMING  EVENTS INCLUDE 


· ***Class 1 - Bosavern planting trip - new date TBC
· Monday 2nd March – Class 2 / Year 1 St Pirans celebration HDS
· Tuesday 3rd March - Girls Football Fixture - MBA - 4.50pm pick up
· Wednesday 4th March – Class 1 St Pirans Concert - St Johns Hall – details to follow
· Thursday 5th March - St Pirans Day - Class 1 - procession and dance. 
· Tuesday 17th March - Girls Football Fixture - MBA - 4.50pm pick up
· Thursday 19th March – Whole school assembly - RNLI Water smart
· Thursday 26th March – Hockey League finals
· Friday 27th March – Final swimming for class 1 – Fun session
· Monday 30th March - Whole school Easter assembly with Rev Chris Butler
· Thursday 2nd April - Last day of term - 1.30pm finish
· Monday 20th April - school closed for INSET day
· Tuesday 21st April - Back to school
· Tuesday 21st April  – Girls football – play off evening
· Friday 24th April – First swim for Class 2 / Year 1
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