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	Dear Parents and Carers,

We hope that you are all having a lovely half term and managing to enjoy the sunnier spells when we have them.  We had a busy first half term of the year and it was wonderful to see everyone settling into the rhythm of school life after the summer break.  All the children who made transitions into school or between classes did so with resilience, curiosity, courage and kindness – demonstrating Ubuntu in everything they did.  

Thank you to the FOTs for arranging the Autumn Gala.  It was well attended and there was a lovely, relaxed feel with everyone together on the playground behind pre-school.  If you would like to be involve in planning future events with FOTs please speak to our chair Kylie Wilson who will be happy to give you some more information.  The committee are currently planning our Christmas fundraisers, and the raffle is one of the main sources of fundraising if you know of any businesses that would donate a prize for our raffle, please let me or Kylie know.  

Thank you to everyone, who has stopped for a chat with me on the door or popped into the office.  It has been lovely getting to know you all.  I know having a change of headship can be unsettling and you will have lots of questions.  Many of the questions so far have been around the curriculum and how we deliver this at Trythall.  Please be assured that we continue to deliver the early years and national curriculum in the same robust way that Trythall staff have always done.  We continue to use our outdoors to enhance the learning for all, including surfing and a new opportunity to take part in regular forest school sessions at Higher Keigwin Farm.  Georgia and I will be taking advantage of an opportunity to upgrade our website this term, and this will have more information about the curriculum and day to day life at Trythall which we hope you will find useful while also showcasing everything that is uniquely wonderful at Trythall.

My teaching commitments are changing up until Christmas, I am excited to be working alongside Elizabeth in Class 3 as we develop our provision for our youngest pupils.  I will be in class 3 between 9am and 11.45am Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, all day on Thursday (Forest School with Reception) and Friday.  In classes 1 and 2, Jeanette has been working with individual year groups to focus on core subjects as a cohort – this has a positive impact on children acquiring year group specific knowledge and skills in maths, reading and writing.  Elizabeth and I want to adopt a similar model for reception and year 1.  Class 3 will be split into their year groups for their input for reading, maths and writing.  Elizabeth and I will continue to work with both year groups over the course of the term in the continuous ‘play-based environments’ we are developing in the classroom, conservatory and outdoor area.  

We hope that you all enjoy the rest of the half term and look forward to welcoming you back on Tuesday 4th November.

From Nicky and the Trythall Team  




	[image: ]Toys in school:
Thank you for keeping toys at home, we quickly saw less distration during learning time and a decrease in the number of disagreements at playtime.    Please can we ask that toys stay at home again this term.  We have sensory boxes which are used if a child has a sensory need to fiddle while concentrating.  Thank you for your support.




	[image: A group of kids playing with kites]Wrap Around:  A huge thank you to Jeanette for taking on the organisation of wraparound since we began the pilot in the summer term.  As I am sure you will appreciate there is a lot of work that goes on behind the scenes to make sure that the provision works seemlessly to meet the needs of our families.  There has been an increase in the number of families accessing the provision particularly for the first slot (until 4.15pm) and mid-week.  During a recent audit Jeanett and I met with Kate Hockley from the local authority to look at how we can continue to offer wrap around beyond the end of the pilot (and financial support) – sustainability will be our focus between now and April as we know what we are offering the children is exactly what they want!  There feedback tells us they like how relaxed it is, that they can choose their activities and they can be with their friends.  

As outlined by Jeanette when the pilot began schools will make changes as the pilot progresses to meet the needs of the children, families and staff.  Staffing the provision is the one of the largest challenges for all schools alongside it being financially viable.  Therefore we are making the following changes from this term.

· Bookings should be made on Parentpay in advance.  We need a minimum of 48 hours notice to ensure that we have enough staff onsite to maintain the statutory ratios.  It is helpful if you can book your sessions a week in advance by 3pm on the Friday.  If you do need to make a last minute booking in exceptional circumstances please contact the office – we will only be able to take the booking if we have enough staff available and may only be able to take children until the latest time that has been pre-booked by other families.  Please be aware that we cannot always accept late bookings.
· Those who are using your tax free childcare account please continue to book through the office.
· Our grant no longer covers the discount for frequent users and therefore will no longer be applied.  We will be reviewing our pricing structure again for sessions after Christmas using the new finance tool being rolled out by the local authority.    We do not envisage any price increases between now and the end of the pilot.

We will be sending out a survey later this term to gain your feedback on our opening times and fees beyond the end of the pilot.  



	[image: A yellow van with people in the windows]Access for the mini bus:
Please can we ask every one to leave the parking space to the left of the entrance to Mini Bus parking space empty and if parking in the space to the right pull in as far forward as possible to allow us to access the bus space easily when we return from any outings. In particular on Wednesdays and Fridays when the bus arrives back around 3pm from transporting to our regular gymnastics and swimming sessions. Thank you.



	[image: A close up of a red flower]Rememberance Day:  Poppys will be on sale in school office from Tuesday 4th November.  Please bring in your donation if you would like to purchase one.  We will have our assembly on Tuesday the 11th November to mark the day with the children.  The assembly will also focus on friendship and harmony.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Safeguarding Audit:  At the end of term we had a scheduled safeguarding audit which brought up one consideration moving forward.  Our children have access to all areas of our site and we encourage responsibility and independence through the roles they take on.  This sometimes means that children are moving around outside without adult supervision.  We therefore need to look at entry points for visitors to minimise the risk of children being with unknown adults while moving around the site.  The solution is that the entrance by the mini bus is now staff only.  All parents and visitors will be directed along the edge of the field through the playgrounds.  These areas can be viewed from the classrooms and our CCTV so we will be aware of who is onsite during the school day.  



	[image: ]News from Friends of Trythall:

Please note as this is Rememberance Sunday we 
have moved the start time to 12.30pm.  We aim to finish before it gets dark so envisage an end time of 4pm.  

We will send out a list of jobs next week – if you have the tools that can help us complete them please bring them along.  

Thank you for your support.




	Diary Dates:  
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